
MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  JANUARY 10,                                                                    2022 

 

Middleport Village Council met in regular session on January 10th in council chambers.  Mayor Fred Hoffman 

presided.  Council members present were Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Brian Conde, Susan Page, Shawn Arnott and 

Larry Byer.  Also present were Solicitor Rick Hedges, Village Administrator Joe Woodall, Building Inspector 

Mike Hendrickson and Jail Administrator Mony Wood. 

Conde made a motion to appoint Matt Lyons to the open council term of January 2022 through December 2025.  

Lyons has held this seat previously, up to December 31, 2021. Since no one ran for the council term on the 

ballot in the November 2021 election, the council position is open.  Byer seconded the motion and council voted 

with 5 yes votes to appoint Lyons to the term. 

Page made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 13, 2021 meeting and Conde seconded. Council 

voted with 6 yes votes to approve.   

Reed made a motion to approve payment of bills in the amount of $784.48.  Conde seconded and council 

approved with 6 yes votes. 

Conde made a motion to approve the Finance Report and Reed seconded.   Council voted with 6 yes votes to 

approve.   The report included a list of bills to pay, Fund Status, Bank rec for December, Payment and Receipt 

listings for December and Fund Summary. 

Arnott made a motion to accept the Income Tax Report for 2021 and Byer seconded.  Council voted 

unanimously to approve.  The report showed $330,678.07 net revenue for the year. 

Reed made a motion to appoint Brian Conde as Council President for 2022.  Byer seconded and council voted 

with 6 yes votes to approve. 

Council heard the first reading of Ordinance 143-22 AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING SECTIONS 3735.65 

THROUGH 3735.70 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, ESTABLISHING AND DESCRIBING THE BOUNDARIES OF 

COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA IN THE VILLAGE OF MIDDLEPORT, OHIO, DESIGNATING A HOUSING 

OFFICER TO ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM AND CREATING A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT COUNCIL AND A TAX 

INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL.    The mayor explained that this would provide for property tax abatement for 

new build or remodeling of homes.   There would be a 100% abatement on residential properties and negotiated 

percentages on commercial properties.   The village would need to appoint a ‘Housing Officer’ and he 

suggested Mike Hendrickson for this position.   Lyons asked if there would be an application process and the 

mayor said yes, there would be an application.   Page asked if the abatement would be on the increased property 

values and was told yes.    Arnott said he felt it would be good to support those who want to improve properties 

in our town.   Arnott made a motion to hold the first reading and Reed seconded.   Council approved with 6 yes 

votes. 

Lyons made a motion to adopt Resolution 300 - 22 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 

OF THE VILLAGE OF MIDDLEPORT TO APPLY TO THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) FUNDING.  The mayor said that Hendrickson had done the 

work to compile all the information needed to apply for this funding to replace sidewalks on South Second, 

South Third, South Fourth and some areas in between and uptown.  He said this would be a 2-phase project with 

phase 1 costing about $1,060,200.00 and phase 2 costing another $991,300.00.  The village would be 

responsible for a 5% match ($45,435) and engineering costs of $151,500.00 for a total of $196,935.    The 

mayor said he felt like he could arrange other grant funding for these local funds needed.  If the TAP funding 

were approved by ODOT, funds would be available in July of 2024.   Page seconded the motion and council 

voted with 6 yes votes to adopt. 
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The mayor said he was told that the Business Association would not be funding fireworks this year and asked 

council to think about other ways to pay for the fireworks.    He said resident Mary Wise was willing to do some 

fundraising but felt the village should come up with about $5,000.00. 

The mayor appointed the following Committees of Council for 2022:  
 

FINANCE: Ben Reed, Chairperson; Susan Page, Brian Conde 
STREETS: Brian Conde, Chairperson; Larry Byer, Ben Reed 
SAFETY – POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS: Brian Conde, Chairperson; Susan Page, Larry Byer 
INSURANCE:  Matt Lyons, Chairperson; Shawn Arnott, Susan Page 
RECREATION: Brian Conde, Chairperson; Ben Reed, Matt Lyons, Dave Boyd 
ORDINANCE:  Susan Page, Chairperson; Larry Byer, Shawn Arnott 
HUMAN RESOURCES:  Shawn Arnott, Chairperson; Susan Page, Larry Byer 
UTILITIES (WATER, SEWER. REFUSE):  Larry Byer, Chairperson;  Ben Reed, Matt Lyons 
LOCAL BUSINESS PLANNING: Shawn Arnott, Chairperson; Ben Reed, Matt Lyons 
RESIDENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS:  Susan Page, Chairperson; Shawn Arnott, Matt Lyons 
CEMETERY: Larry Byer, Chairperson; Matt Lyons, Brian Conde 

 

Conde made a motion to purchase a ½ page ad in the 2022 Meigs County Tourism book and Reed seconded.  

The ad will cost $360.00. Council voted unanimously to approve. 

Byer made a motion to appoint Richard Hedges as Village Solicitor for 2022. Lyons seconded and council 

approved with 6 yes votes. 

Village Administrator Woodall told council that the water project was going well.  He said that the new main on 

Page Street between Ash and Elm will increase volume for those residents.   He said there was a new hydrant on 

Fairlane Drive.   He said the temporary closing of Middleport Hill has been delayed and the construction crew is 

working on the north end of town right now.   Total completion of the project will probably be in July. 

Hendrickson asked council to be considering what to do with mowing the grass on a lot of vacant lots around 

town.   He asked if the village would be paying to mow these lots.   Solicitor Hedges will be looking into ways 

of acquiring vacant property. 

Byer asked if we had a good salt supply for the roads and was told that we had plenty.   Byer said that he 

wanted to see the cemetery policy sign installed and the archery backstop installed. 

Conde asked if the trophy case was finished being installed and the mayor said there was still a lot of trim to be 

added.  Conde said that he had been working with resident Karlina Bunner to get the equipment measurements 

needed for design of the playground outfitted for handicapped children.      

The mayor said there will soon be ‘No Outlet’ signs posted on South Fourth in the block near the Blakeslee 

Center.   

Conde asked if we need to re-evaluate our sick leave policy.   The HR Committee will look at this. 

Lyons said that he appreciation being re-appointed to his council seat and looked forward to working for the 

village. 

Lyons made a motion to adjourn. 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Susan Baker, Fiscal Officer 


