
MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  FEBRUARY 14,                                                                    2022 

 

Middleport Village Council met in regular session on February 14th in council chambers.  Mayor Fred Hoffman 

presided.  Council members present were Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Brian Conde, Susan Page, Shawn Arnott and 

Larry Byer.  Also present were Solicitor Rick Hedges, Village Administrator Joe Woodall and Jail 

Administrator Mony Wood. 

Page made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 24th meeting and Byer seconded. Council voted with 6 

yes votes to approve.   

Reed made a motion to approve payment of bills in the amount of $3,032.05.  Conde seconded and council 

approved with 6 yes votes. 

Conde made a motion to approve the Finance Report and Page seconded.   Council voted with 6 yes votes to 

approve.   The report included a list of bills to pay, Fund Status, Bank rec for January, Payment and Receipt 

listings for January and Fund Summary. 

Conde made a motion to accept the Income Tax Report and Byer seconded.  Council voted unanimously to 

approve.   

Chief Wood introduced our police officer Jerry Darst and his K9 officer Thunder.  Thunder is owned by Darst.   

Wood suggested that the village have a contract with Darst to allow him to work with Thunder on behalf of the 

village.  Thunder, who is 6 years old, is fully trained in tracking, drugs and criminal apprehension.  Darst said 

that the dog is certified through the state yearly and would be able to work 2 or 3 more years.   Wood said that 

he would like to try out having Darst work with the dog on all of his shifts.  He said there would be no 

additional cost to the village and that all training and care would be the responsibility of Darst.   Council agreed 

unanimously to allow Darst to work with the dog on behalf of the village. 

Council discussed the possibility of collaborating with the villages of Pomeroy and Mason on a July 4 th 

fireworks show to be set off on or near the bridge.  The mayor said he would prefer to have fireworks separate 

from the other villages.    After discussion, council decided to have fireworks separate from the other villages. 

The mayor said he would begin working on a joint paving project involving Middleport, Pomeroy, Syracuse, 

Rutland and Racine.  He said this would probably receive a good ranking with the county. 

The mayor said that we might have a buyer for our property on the corner of Third and Race Street.  He asked if 

council would have any objection to selling the property and council members did not.   He said that Cleland 

Realty appraised the property at $55,000.00. 

Page made a motion to enter into an agreement with Salisbury Township to provide them Fire Protection from 

2022 through 2026.  The agreement states that Salisbury Township will pay Middleport 35% of the revenue 

collected from their existing one mill levy four times per year.  Also, the agreement states that Salisbury will 

place an additional one mill fire levy on the ballot and, if passed by the voters, Middleport would also receive 

35% of the revenue generated from the additional levy. Arnott seconded the motion and council voted with 6 

yes votes to adopt this agreement and present it to the Salisbury Board of Trustees for their approval. 

Council heard the third reading of Ordinance 143-22 AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING SECTIONS 3735.65 

THROUGH 3735.70 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE, ESTABLISHING AND DESCRIBING THE BOUNDARIES OF 

COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA IN THE VILLAGE OF MIDDLEPORT, OHIO, DESIGNATING A HOUSING 

OFFICER TO ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM AND CREATING A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT COUNCIL AND A TAX 

INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL.    The mayor explained that this would provide for property tax abatement for 

new build or remodeling of homes.   There would be a 100% abatement on residential properties and negotiated 

percentages on commercial properties.   The village would need to appoint a ‘Housing Officer’ and he  
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suggested Mike Hendrickson for this position.   Arnott made a motion to hold the third reading by title only and 

Byer seconded.   Council approved with 6 yes votes.  Conde made a motion to adopt Ordinance 143-22 with an 

effective date of April 1, 2022 and Lyons seconded the motion.   Council voted to adopt the ordinance with 6 

yes votes. 

Police Chief Wood told council that after doing some research on the matter he was recommending that our jail 

rate for 2022 be set at $66.00 per day for those with contracts, $64.00 per day for those with reserved bed 

contracts and $70.00 per day for entities that do not have a contract with us.  Arnott made a motion to approve 

these rates and Reed seconded the motion.   Council voted with 6 yes votes to approve. 

Village Administrator Joe Woodall told council that our new water main was about 75% installed and 20% of 

this had been tested.  He said the freezing temperatures have played a factor in the water project.   He said that 

40 service lines had been installed with 160 more to go and that a lot of lead lines had been removed and over 

2,000 feet of asbestos cement lines have been abated.   Woodall said that Tribute Contracting had been doing a 

great job and have a lot of pride in their work. 

Woodall said that he has ordered another 40 ton of road salt which is $87.98 per ton.  Lyons asked if we would 

be making any improvements to our salt storage shed and Woodall said that there are problems with this 

because it is in the floodway. 

Conde made a motion to move into Executive Session to discuss legal matters with Solicitor Hedges.  Arnott 

seconded the motion and council approved with 6 yes votes.   Council returned to Regular Session with no 

action being taken. 

Conde said that he had told council that new playground equipment would cost about $35,000.    Council plans 

are to allocate some of our ARPA funding for this purpose.    Conde said that it now looks like the equipment 

will cost a little over $40,000.00 and this includes a surround, mulch and a wheelchair ramp.   He made a 

motion to allocate $40,500.00 of ARPA funding for this purpose and Reed seconded.   Council voted with 6 yes 

votes to approve. 

Council decided to hold a Special Session of council on Tuesday, February 22 at 7pm for the purpose of 

discussing potential projects. 

Lyons asked if we were obligated to buy a truck from Mark Porter Chevy since it was taking so long to get it.   

The truck was ordered in the Spring of 2021.  This will be looked into. 

Lyons made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Susan Baker, Fiscal Officer 


