
MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  FEBRUARY 28,                                                                    2022 

 

Middleport Village Council met in regular session on February 28th in council chambers.  Mayor Fred Hoffman 

presided.  Council members present were Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Brian Conde, Shawn Arnott and Larry Byer. 

Susan Page was absent.  Also present was Building Inspector Mike Hendrickson, Solicitor Rick Hedges and 

Police Chief Mony Wood. 

Byer made a motion to excuse Page and Conde seconded.   Council approved unanimously. 

Conde made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 14, 2022 meeting and Lyons seconded. Council 

voted with 5 yes votes to approve.   

Reed made a motion to pay bills totaling $2,790.48 and Conde seconded.  Council voted to approve with 5 yes 

votes. 

Conde made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 22 Special Meeting.  Lyons seconded and council 

approved with 4 yes votes.   Byer abstained because he was absent on 2/22. 

Resident B.J. Kreseen was present to announce that she will be a candidate for Meigs County Commissioner in 

the 2022 election.   She said that, if elected, she would attend council meetings on a quarterly basis. 

Joe Powell told council that the Middleport Fire Department would be celebrating its 150th anniversary with a 

dinner at the Blakeslee Center in May.  The cost of the dinner will be provided by an anonymous donor.  

The mayor explained that the recently enacted Ordinance 143-22, which establishes a Community Reinvestment 

Area, requires the establishment of a Community Reinvestment Council.  It is his duty to appoint two members 

of council to this CRC and he appointed Brian Conde and Matt Lyons to the council.  Council is also required to 

appoint 2 members to the CRC and Conde made a motion to appoint Susan Page and Larry Byer as Middleport 

Council’s 2 appointees.  Arnott seconded this motion and council approved unanimously.  One member of the 

Zoning Board will also be appointed and then the entire appointed group will appoint 2 more members. 

There will also be a Tax Incentive Review Council which consists of the mayor, council president, the fiscal 

officer (or designee) and the County Auditor and the local School Board each appoint one member.  Byer made 

a motion to approve the appointment of Brian Conde to the Tax Incentive Review Council, Reed seconded and 

council approved unanimously.  Arnott made a motion to appoint Paul Reed to the TIRC and Byer seconded.  

Council approved with 4 yes votes and Reed abstained because of a family relationship. 

The mayor asked council to approve payment of 2,728.00 to Haning Construction for replacement of the roofs 

of the dugouts in General Hartinger Park.  Arnott made a motion to pay for these repairs using the Recreation 

Fund and Reed seconded.  Council voted to approved the expense. 

Reed made a motion to renew our contract with Washington County Jail for housing prisoners in their jail at 

$83.00 per day.  Wood explained that we usually do not have a need for this contract but want it in place just in 

case.  Conde seconded and council approved with 5 yes votes. 

The mayor and council president had spoken to the Meigs County Commissioners about their purchase of our 

vacant lot at 237 Race Street which is the site of our former Village Hall.  The lot was commercially appraised 

at $55,000.00.    The commissioners are having a title search done on the property.  The mayor asked if all of 

council would be ok with selling the property to the commissioners if they ask to purchase and all agreed to sell. 

The mayor asked council to consider raises for Public Works employees and council tabled the matter until they 

could study the costs. 
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Police Chief Wood said there would be taser training on Saturday for police personnel.  He said the training also 

includes training one of our officers to be an instructor 

Hendrickson said that there were some new criteria involved with properties to be placed on a list for 

demolition using federal money that is being administered by the county commissioners.    He said that this will 

cause us to have to eliminate some of the properties we had hoped  to have demo’d during the project.    He said 

the village would qualify for at least $157,000.00 of the available funds. 

Resident Mary Wise gave council a copy of a letter that will be used to solicit donations for July 4th fireworks. 

Conde reported that a representative of Mid States Recreation will come to our park to look at the location for 

our new playground equipment to be purchased with some of our ARPA funding. 

Conde asked about why council was not consulted about the project to put siding on the village garage which 

cost close to $12,000.00. The mayor said that he felt the project needed to be started rather than waiting for 

council input.  Conde said he would prefer council giving approval on substantial projects before they are 

started. 

Lyons asked about the truck which was ordered in the Spring of 2021.  He and Byer both agreed that we should 

cancel this order and find a truck elsewhere.   Solicitor Hedges suggested sending notice to the dealer in writing 

that the order would be cancelled in 30 days. 

Lyons made a motion to adjourn. 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Susan Baker, Fiscal Officer 


