
 

 

MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  MARCH 14,                                                                    2022 

 

 
Middleport Village Council met in regular session on March 14, in council chambers. Present were Mayor Fred Hoffman, 

Council members Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Susan Page, Larry Byer, Shawn Arnott, and Brian Conde. Conde was not present 

for the initial roll call or the first four motions. Also present were Building Inspector/Code Enforcer Mike Hendrickson, 

Police Chief/Jail Administrator Mony Wood, Solicitor Rick Hedges, Village Administrator Joe Woodall, Fire Chief Jeff 

Darst, Fiscal Officer Susan Baker and Fiscal Assistant Margie Baker-Keilitz. 

 

Lyons made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 28th meeting and Byer seconded.  Council voted to approve 

with 5 yes votes. 

 

Reed made a motion to approve payment of bills in the amount of $2,955.27.  Byer seconded and council approved with 5 

yes votes. 

 

Jeff Darst discussed the replacement of Engine 12 and covered talking points outlining the necessity to be proactive in 

placing the order for the replacement truck now to avoid escalating prices and to account for a 2-year lead time for 

production. Darst stated that fire trucks are generally replaced on a 20-year schedule and our oldest pumper truck has been 

in service for 22 years. The current estimated price of a new truck is $658,521.00.  Upon delivery of the new truck, the 

current Engine 12 will be sold for potentially $35-$40k per Darst.  Susan Baker brought up the point that the village has 4 

old levies and, instead of renewing the old 1mil and 2mil levies, we could replace them with a new 3 mil levy in order to 

increase revenue. Arnott made a motion to proceed with the purchase of a new fire truck and authorize the mayor and fiscal 

officer to place the order. Page seconded the motion and the motion passed with 4 votes. Byer abstained from the vote 

since he is an officer in the Fire Department. 

 

Mayor Hoffman began discussion of a new sewer extension project and proposed entering into a contract with Burgess & 

Niple for design of the first phase of the project which would include a sewer extension along Rt. 7 into Gallia County.  

The Mayor stated that the design would cost around $450,000 and would need to be completed prior to applying for a grant 

for construction. The window for the grant application occurs in August. The Mayor stated that the loan for design could 

possibly be rolled into a construction forgiven loan. The Mayor said also that he intends to issue a request to both the 

Meigs and Gallia Commissioners for assistance with the design cost. Susan Baker pointed out that the project would 

provide service to previously un-sewered residents and that the project would raise revenue for the Village. Woodall added 

that servicing previously un-sewered residents would positively impact our grant application score. In addition, Woodall 

said that we can ask for preliminary grant scoring once the plans are 50% completed, and that we can ask B&N for a 

timeline for design completion. At this time Byer asked to be excused for a fire call. Discussion continued and Page asked 

if Cheshire had the capability to expand their population. Conde asked how sewer rates would be structured. It was agreed 

that both of these topics would require further research. Lyons inquired what additional staffing would be needed and 

Woodall said that another operator and one or two hourly employees would be needed. Resident Nancy Burns asked if the 

Village could afford to foot the bill for the design cost, should the cost not be rolled into the grant and Baker answered yes. 

Reed made a motion to initiate the $450k contract with B&N to design the sewer extension project.  Arnott seconded the 

motion and the vote passed with 4 yes votes. Conde voted no and Byer was no longer present. 

 

Mayor Hoffman proposed wage increases of 50c per hour for: Andy Blank, Charles Fitzpatrick, LJ Mitch, Joe Powell, 

Clayton Taylor, Ray Thompson, Chris Vilfer, Linda Broderick, Kelly Tobin, Joe Woodall, Mike Hendrickson, Nick Bolin, 

and Jeff Darst. Arnott asked if we could afford the raises and Baker stated that we could. Baker also pointed out that 

Woodall was salaried.  Woodall stated that he declined a raise and that he intended to issue his notice to leave our employ 

within 30-45 days.  Woodall said that he could remain operator of record. Woodall recommended that the Village needed a 

dual licensed operator to alleviate some of the workload on the administrator in the future. Woodall also asked that he be 

paid out 40 hours of his vacation as he has been unable to take the time off. Baker-Keilitz brought up that in the future, in 

the interest of consistency/fairness, that it might benefit the Village if  raises were to be given yearly, during the same  
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month, and that performance reviews be given with raises.  Arnott made a motion to approve the raises as written effective 

with the next pay period beginning March 21st, and to approve the payout of 40 hours vacation time to Woodall. 

 

Mayor Hoffman informed council that the CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) informational meeting will be 

held March 24, at 6p.m. at the Courthouse for all who wish to attend. 

 

Woodall spoke about the water project and said that it is progressing in a timely manner and that Middleport Hill paving 

was underway.  

 

Chief Wood indicated that he would be at a Law Enforcement conference at the time of the next council meeting and 

would not be able to attend on the 28th. 

 

Mary Wise spoke about the completion of the trophy case in the lobby, and invited the members of council to a reception 

in the lobby at 6:30 p.m. prior to the next council meeting on the 28th for a reception. 

 

Conde moved to go into executive session with Solicitor Hedges to discuss possible future legal issues.  

 

 Lyons both made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Margie Baker-Keilitz, Fiscal Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


