
 

 

MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  MARCH 28,                                                                    2022 

 

 
Middleport Village Council met in regular session on March 28 in council chambers. Present were Mayor Fred Hoffman, 

Council members Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Susan Page, Larry Byer, Shawn Arnott, and Brian Conde. Also present were 

Building Inspector/Code Enforcer Mike Hendrickson, Solicitor Rick Hedges, Village Administrator Joe Woodall, Fiscal 

Officer Susan Baker, Fiscal Assistant Margie Baker-Keilitz, employees Andy Blank and Joe Powell, and Rebecca Zuspan 

from the Meigs County Health Department 

 

Lyons made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 14th meeting and Byer seconded.  Council voted to approve 

with 5 yes votes. Byer abstained because he was not present on the 14th. 

 

Reed made a motion to approve payment of bills in the amount of $591.37.  Conde seconded and council approved with 6 

yes votes. 

 

In 2021 council had approved a small grant from the Meigs County Health Dept to create a paved road and pathway from 

Art Lewis Blvd. back to the basketball courts.  Becky Zuspan from the MCHD Creating Healthy Communities Project 

reported to council that she had spoken to Myers Paving and was given a quote of $11,400 for the road part of the project 

and $7,800 for the pathway.  The cost would cover grading, compacting, a 2” base and a 1” surface and should be 

completed by July. The project would be paid for by a Healthy Communities grant that would cover the total cost and 

Zuspan asked council to confirm that the village was still interested in going ahead with the project.  Council unanimously 

affirmed that the village was interested in moving forward with the project and was grateful for the MCHD grant.  

 

Mayor Hoffman said that he and Mike Hendrickson attended the CDBG meeting, and that applications for grants must be 

in by May 1st. The Mayor said that there are a lot of possibilities to consider, and that we would need to send items to the 

state, and effective dates would be determined by that.  

 

Mayor Hoffman stated that the Village is eligible for a $50k grant, and $116k loan from USDA and that the matter was 

very time sensitive as a decision was needed by April 1. The village had originally applied for $100k grant with $66k loan 

to purchase a street sweeper for approximately $113k and a police cruiser for $47k. The USDA is offering a smaller grant 

amount and larger loan amount to total $166,000.00.   Reed mad a motion to move forward with the USDA grant/loan, 

Arnott seconded and the motion passed with 4 yes votes.  Page and Conde voted no. 

 

Baker stated that the annual renewal of our property and liability insurance was due on April 1st.  Byer made a motion to 

renew the policy, Page seconded and the motion passed with 6 yes votes. The cost is $45,937.00. 

 

Village Administrator Joe Woodall presented council with his resignation with an effective date of 4/15/22. Joe thanked the 

Council and everyone present and said he had enjoyed working for the village. Shawn Arnott thanked Woodall and 

commended him as a “great professional”.  

 

Woodall also stated that the asphalt that was cut during the water project was being replaced with concrete. 

 

Hendrickson stated that 15 landlords had not yet paid their landlord fees and that he would issue summons for landlords 

that have not paid by the due date. 

 

Byer said that there was money left over from the trophy case project and that the trophy committee wanted to use these 

extra funds to add a smaller case on the wall in the hallway to hold memorabilia. Arnott made a motion to add the case for 

memorabilia, Reed seconded and the motion passed with 6 yes votes. 

 

Conde told council that the piece of playground equipment approved as an ARPA project had been ordered and was in 

production, however the ADA playground is on-hold waiting for legal feedback regarding safety. 
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Reed said his brother-in-law is a vet in Athens and offered a spay/neuter clinic for cats in the Village at a discounted price. 

Citizens would need to help trap the cats and then hold them for 48 hours after the surgery if council approved the project. 

Reed is going to follow-up with his brother-in-law and get more information.  

 

Lyons asked if we were in possession of the truck purchased for Public Works, Woodall stated that we are. Lyons also 

stated that the Ford Garage was unsafe and asked it the Village could barricade the structure. Hendrickson  said that he 

would advise the Meigs Historical Society, which owns the building, to barricade and he said that he is getting a quote for 

demolition on behalf of the Meigs Historical Society.  He said they could possibly get it funded with a 25% match.  He said 

they are talking to the Meigs County Commissioners regarding helping them financially for the match. 

 

Hendrickson said there would be a Zoning Commission meeting soon regarding a request for zoning change of a lot at the 

corner of General Hartinger Blvd and Art Lewis Blvd.    A dog grooming business is interested in the lot which is now 

zoned residential. 

 

Lyons made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss the appointment of a public official.  Byer seconded and the 

motion was approved with 6 yes votes 

 

Council returned to Regular Session and Byer made a motion to increase Andy Blank’s wage by $5 per hour as 

compensation for taking on more job duties with the departure of Woodall. Page seconded the motion and it was passed 

with 6 yes votes 

 

 Lyons made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Susan Baker, Fiscal Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


