
 

 

MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  APRIL 11,                                                                    2022 

 

 
Middleport Village Council met in regular session on April 11, in council chambers. Present were Mayor Fred Hoffman, 

Council members Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Brian Conde, Susan Page, Shawn Arnott and Larry Byer. Also present were 

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Mike Hendrickson, Police Chief/Jail Administrator Mony Wood, Solicitor Rick 

Hedges, Fiscal Officer Susan Baker. 

 

Conde made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 28th meeting and Byer seconded.  Council voted to approve 

with 6 yes votes. 

 

Page made a motion to approve the Finance Report and Reed seconded.   Council voted with 6 yes votes to approve.   The 

report included a list of bills to pay, Fund Status, Bank rec for March, Payment and Receipt listings for March and Fund 

Summary. 

 

Reed made a motion to approve payment of bills in the amount of $4,072.40.  Conde seconded and council approved with 

6 yes votes. 

 

Conde made a motion to accept the Income Tax Report and Byer seconded.   Council approved unanimously. 

 

Brenda Barnhart told council that this was the 31st year of the National Day of Prayer and asked if the village would adopt 

a proclamation in support of the event.   The proclamation was read and council approved its adoption unanimously after 

Conde made the motion and Lyons seconded it.   Barnhart also asked permission and council agreed to allow the placement 

of signs along the multipurpose trail on May 2nd with the signs being removed 4 days later.    

 

Resident Jim Hudson told council that he had had high water bills before his meter was changed. After his meter was 

changed, he was billed for less usage. He said that he kept copies of his bills back to 2019 and felt like he should have a 

$1,500.00 refund.   Water Operator Andy Blank said that the meter had been professionally tested and was proven to be 

operating correctly. Blank said there was no way to know if another factor could have caused faulty readings.  Hudson 

asked council to consider the matter and he would come to the next meeting to see if he would be given a refund. 

 

The mayor said that CDBG applications are due by the end of the month.  He said the most pressing issue is a new roof on 

village hall and that it would likely cost more than the county would allocate for Middleport.  He suggested using ARPA 

funds for part of the cost.  The matter was tabled. 

 

Arnott made a motion to adopt a Resolution to participate in Ohio Dept of Transportation’s Road Salt program and to order 

100 tons of salt.   Lyons seconded the motion and council voted with 6 yes votes to adopt the Resolution. 

 

Reed made a motion to enter into agreement with Tom Dillon to act as our Licensed Sewer Operator on a month to month 

basis at $600.00 per month.  Conde seconded and council approved with 6 yes votes. 

 

The mayor asked council to approve $3,376.00 to replace a section of guardrail along the Riverview Cemetery road.   

Lyons made a motion to approve this and Conde seconded.   Council voted to approve with 6 yes votes. 

 

The mayor asked council to approve a payment of $640.00 to Bob’s Market for flowers for the down town area.  Byer 

made a motion to approve this and Conde seconded the motion.   Council approved with 5 affirmative votes.  Lyons 

abstained from voting because he is involved with that project. 
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Reed made a motion to rent a backhoe from Bridgeport Equipment at $2,400.00 per month (plus a delivery charge) for a 3-

month period because the village’s backhoe is no longer operable.  Byer seconded and council approved with 6 yes votes.   

The estimate to repair the village’s backhoe is at least $11,000.00 for parts only.  Due to the age of the backhoe it is not 

considered feasible to put that much into it.  The village will have a new skid-steer to use for digging by the first of July.  

 

Andy Blank told council that a customer on South Second had a complain about the water project.  When Village 

Administrator Joe Woodall looked into the matter he and his family were threatened with physical harm.  This particular 

customer has threatened other village personnel in the past.   Chief Wood said he would talk to the customer and the matter 

of whether to file charges was tabled. 

 

Reed said he did not have an update yet on the issue of a spay/neuter clinic for feral cats. 

 

The mayor said there was no update on the issue of a Fire Protection Contract with Salisbury Township. 

 

Lyons made a motion to move into Executive Session to discuss pending legal matters with Solicitor Rick Hedges.  Byer 

seconded and council voted with 6 yes votes to approve. 

 

Council returned to Regular Session with no action being taken. 

 

Lyons both made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Margie Baker-Keilitz, Fiscal Assistant 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


