
 

 

MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  APRIL 25,                                                                   2022 

 

 
Middleport Village Council met in regular session on April 25 in council chambers. Present were Mayor Fred Hoffman, 

Council members Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Susan Page, and Larry Byer. Shawn Arnott and Brian Conde both arrived for the 

meeting at 7:30p.m. Also present were Building Inspector/Code Enforcer Mike Hendrickson, Solicitor Rick Hedges, Fiscal 

Officer Susan Baker, Fiscal Assistant Margie Baker-Keilitz, Police Chief Mony Wood, Andy Blank, Joe Powell.  

 

Page made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 11th meeting and Byer seconded.  Council voted to approve with 4 

yes votes. 

 

Council approved payment of the bills. 

 

Council discussed Jim Hudson’s request to be reimbursed for the amount of $1502.00 for what Mr. Hudson has claimed 

that he overpaid on his water bill. There was lengthy discussion including the possibility of issuing a monthly credit to Mr. 

Hudson. Solicitor Hedges advised that the Village needed to have a standard policy in place to stipulate that credit would 

be given in lieu of giving money back to customers in the event of overpayment, and that the policy should be in place 

prior to giving credit to Hudson.  The matter was tabled. 

 

Mayor Hoffman stated that the streets are looking better now that our water project is coming to an end. Hoffman also 

stated that guardrail has also been installed at the cemetery. Page advised that there was currently a fallen branch on the 

guardrail, and Powell said he would take care of it. 

 

Mayor Hoffman addressed the ongoing issue of the roof leaking at the Village Hall. Hendrickson obtained an estimate of 

$86,621.71 for replacing the roof. Hoffman advised that CDBG funds are being awarded to the county in the amount of 

$140,000, that the county usually tries to fund 3 projects, and feels that if we allocate $30k of the Village’s ARPA funds 

towards the roof that we could apply for the remaining $56,621.71 from the County’s CDBG funds.  Byer made a motion 

to apply for the CDBG funds for the roof and allocate $30k of ARPA funds for the new roof, Lyons seconded and the 

motion passed with 4 yes votes.  

 

Councilmen Conde and Arnott entered the meeting at this point. 

 

Council was told that based on our employee census and insurance payouts in excess of 100%, our group health insurance 

premium will increase 17.87% ($32,101.00) per year if we elect to increase the deductible from $2,500 to $3,500 per year.  

The increase would be 28% if we made no changes to our current coverage.  Mayor Hoffman suggested using ARPA funds 

to pay for the increase in premium instead of passing the cost increase on to the employees. Arnott asked if the increase 

was built into the budget and Baker stated that about 5% increase was budgeted. Conde suggested that we make employees 

aware that next year it is likely that employees with have to pay a portion of the premium as the Village cannot financially 

continue to pay 100% of the employees’ health insurance.  Page made a motion to renew our group health policy with the 

change in deductible with the Schwendeman Agency/Anthem BCBS and Reed seconded, the vote passed with 6 yes votes. 

Arnott made a motion to encumber $32,000.00 of our ARPA funds to be used for the increase in the insurance policy and 

Conde seconded.  Council approved with 6 yes votes. 

 

Mayor Hoffman proposed a reorganization of the Public Works Department. The proposal outlined dividing 

responsibilities between Andy Blank who would be responsible for all water and sewer responsibilities and the 

appointment of Joe Powell as Village Administrator. Powell would be responsible for everything except water and sewer. 

The salaries for both Blank and Powell would both be increased to $30 per hour. After some discussion of the job duties 

and the scope of control of a Village Administrator, Solicitor Hedges advised that the Council could refer to ORC 735.23 

to clarify the job duties of a Village Administrator. The matter was tabled. 
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Chief Wood informed Council that the jail has been freshly painted in preparation for an inspection on May 10 th. Wood 

also advised that the Eagles have made a contribution of $1000 to the Village fireworks fund.   

 

Chief Wood asked the council for approval to hire a replacement for the Major Crimes Task Force as the position was 

recently vacated, and to promote K-9 officer Jerry Darst to Corporal/K-9officer and assign him more duties with a pay 

increase. Lyons made a motion to hire Scott Spiker at a rate of $16.50 and appoint him to the Task Force, Reed seconded 

and the motion passed with 6 yes votes. Page made a motion to promote Jerry Darst to Corporal at a rate of $16.75 Reed 

seconded and the motion passed with 6 yes votes.  

 

Chief Wood asked that he be paid 40 hours of vacation, as he has been unable to take time off due to his work load. Reed 

made a motion to approve Wood be paid out 40 hours of vacation. Conde seconded and the motion passed with 6 yes votes.  

 

Joe Powell asked Council to approve the sale of a 2002 Case Backhoe owned by the Village, Arnott made a motion to list 

the backhoe on Govdeals.com at $15-20k.  Byer seconded and the motion passed with 6 yes votes. 

 

Andy Blank advised that he is working on moving the plumbing in the bathroom at the ball park from the ceiling to help 

mitigate future instances of freezing in the winter.  

 

Byer made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a pending legal matter with Solicitor Hedges. Page seconded 

and the motion passed with 6 yes votes. 

 

Council returned to Regular Session. 

 

As recommended by Solicitor Hedges, Reed made a motion to accept the immediate resignation of Police Officer Shannon 

Smith, that no future employment or reinstatement by the village be considered for Smith and that the loss of evidentiary 

money in the amount of $800.00 be required to be reimbursed personally by Smith to the Meigs County Task Force.  

Arnott seconded and the motion passed with 6 yes votes. 

 

Conde informed council that he is in favor of moving forward with installing the ADA playground equipment which has 

been donated by a local family.  Council discussed whether or not additional fencing would be included around the 

equipment.  The matter was tabled. 

 

Lyons asked that a street light be added on the corner of Rutland Street and North Second to provide more light to provide 

for safer conditions at night for people leaving the school on that corner. Reed made a motion to install a street light on the 

corner of Rutland and North Second, Byer seconded and the vote passed with 6 yes votes. 

 

 Lyons made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Susan Baker, Fiscal Officer 


