
 

 

MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL  

  MAY 23,                                                                   2022 

 

 
Middleport Village Council met in regular session on May 23 in council chambers. Present were Mayor Fred Hoffman, 

Council members Matt Lyons, Ben Reed, Larry Byer, Shawn Arnott and Brian Conde. Susan Page was absent. Also 

present were Building Inspector/Code Enforcer Mike Hendrickson, Solicitor Rick Hedges, Fiscal Officer Susan Baker, 

Fiscal Assistant Margie Baker-Keilitz, Police Chief Mony Wood, Andy Blank, Joe Powell.  

 

Lyons made a motion to excuse Page, Arnott seconded and the motion passed with 5 yes votes. 

 

Arnott made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 25th meeting and Byer seconded.  Council voted to approve with 

5 yes votes. 

 

Reed made a motion to approve the Finance Report and Conde seconded.   Council voted with 5 yes votes to approve.   

The report included a list of bills to pay, Fund Status, Bank rec for April, Payment and Receipt listings for April, Fund 

Summary 

 

Reed made a motion to approve payment of bills in the amount of $5,446.09.  Byer seconded and council approved with 5 

yes votes. 

 

Conde made a motion to accept the Income Tax Report and Byer seconded.   Council approved unanimously. 

 

Resident Jim Hudson returned with his previous request to be reimbursed for the amount of $1502 for what he has deemed 

to be a 2019 overpayment on his water bill.  Conde and Arnott said that the village will have to look into the matter to 

determine what, if any, Mr. Hudson had overpaid on bills. And village policies regarding disputes will be reviewed.  The 

matter was tabled to be looked into further. 

 

Residents Bill White  and Lloyd Taylor of Bone Hollow Road were present and asked Council if there was a possibility of 

getting water service to the 7 homes in that area. The residents have had to haul water for years.  After discussion the 

Mayor said that the matter would be looked into. He estimated the project could cost up to a million dollars and the village 

would need to look for a funding source before moving forward.  

 

Karlena Wandling was present to ask when installation was expected for the handicap accessible playground equipment 

that she and her husband and friends had donated to the village.   Conde said that he has been in contact with Playground 

Outfitters to get a cost for installation and he said he felt confident that the project will start to move forward. Wandling 

said that their volunteer group still had $7,300 in funds that could be used for installation. 

 

Mayor Hoffman informed Council that the guardrail program for Middleport Hill was not funded.  

 

Hoffman said that the Village has been awarded $863,265 in Federal funds through the ODOT TAP program to replace 

sidewalks throughout the Village. The project is 2-phase; the first phase will replace sidewalks on N.& S. Second, S. Third, 

S. Fourth, Mill street, from and including uptown to Hartinger Parkway. The Village will be responsible for 5% of the 

project construction costs which is about $45,435, as well as the engineering costs of $151,500. The Mayor is working on 

funding the match. The ODOT funds will be available 7/1/24.  

 

Mayor Hoffman informed Council that the water project was winding down and should be done soon. Powell and Blank 

have a checklist of items to be completed and are managing the completion of the project.  

 

 

 



 

MIDDLEPORT VILLAGE COUNCIL MAY 23, 2022   CONTINUED 

 

 

 

The mayor said that the Village’s application for the CRA has been approved by the Ohio Department of Development, 

and that he will be getting a press release out on this soon with information on how to apply. The Mayor thanked 

Hendrickson for his help on the lengthy process.  

 

The Mayor asked the Council’s HR committee and safety committee to meet with Chief Wood to begin discussing Police 

wage increases for this year.  

 

The Mayor informed Council that Mark Porter had ordered a truck for the Village and the cost of the truck, $35,790 was a 

bargain. Reed made a motion to buy the truck from Mark Porter using the Water Capital Improvement Fund.  Arnott 

seconded and the motion passed with 5 yes votes. 

 

Conde made a motion to move into Executive Session to discuss the appointment of a public official, Lyons seconded and 

Council moved to executive session. 

 

Council returned to Regular Session. Arnott made a motion to promote Joe Powell to Village Administrator at an annual 

salary of $62,400.00 effective with the next pay period which would start 5/30/22. Byer seconded and the motion passed 

with 5 yes votes.  

 

Byer made a motion to appoint Andy Blank as Assistant Village Administrator at a salary of $62,400.00 effective with the 

next pay period which would start 5/30/22.  Reed seconded and the motion passed with 5 yes votes.  After discussion with 

Blank regarding his employment, Arnott made a motion to rescind the previous motion to pay Blank a salary and continue 

to pay Blank his current hourly rate of $26.00 with the new title of Assistant Village Administrator. Reed seconded and the 

motion passed with 5 yes votes.  

 

Reed made a motion to adopt a RESOLUTION OF INTENT AND REASONABLE EXPECTATION OF THE VILLAGE OF 

MIDDLEPORT ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF OHIO TO REIMBURSE ITS WATER FUND FOR THE OPWC WATER PROJECT.  

Arnott seconded and the motion passed with 5 yes votes. 

 

Chief Wood spoke to Council regarding the resolution of a pending legal case involving the Police Dept.  Solicitor Hedges 

reminded all that the settlement details are confidential and that if either party discussed the matter it would be in violation 

of the settlement. Reed made a motion to accept the settlement agreement offered by our insurance attorneys and for the 

Mayor to sign the agreement as written, Conde seconded and the motion passed with 5 yes votes.  

 

Conde inquired about the progress of the Fireworks fundraising, Baker-Keilitz stated that the current balance is $7635. The 

Mayor said that he still anticipates donations from several local vendors.  

 

Lyons asked about the progress of the Hartinger Park paving, Powell said that he was in communication with Becky 

Zuspan from the Health Department regarding the project and that it is moving forward on schedule.  

 

 Lyons made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Hoffman,  Mayor      Margie Baker-Keilitz, Fiscal Assistant 


